06/25/2002 12:06 5178356030 BW SANDT PAGE 09 




Appendix to Response A 



AMENDED CLAIMS 



method for the dehydration of naturally occurring organic substances 
conftumng biologically active components which comprises combining such 
material *<hh an antimicrobial agent and an ionizing salt, heating the resulting 
mixture in particulate form at a temperature below which denaturization occurs 
until the water cogent is reduced to below which substantial microbial or 
pathogenic activity o^irs, and recovering a product in its original natural 

2. The process of claim 1 wherem Unionizing salt is used in solid form 

3. A method for the dehydration of naturallyvoccurring consumable substance, which 
comprises combining such substance with anHonizable salt and an antimicrobial 
agent and heating the resulting mixture in particulate form at a temperature below 
about 1 1 0° F until the water content is reduced to below 1 5 %. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the process is carried out irKthe presence of an 
oxygen containing antimicrobial agent and an ionizable consumable salt. 

5. The method of claim 3 wherein the anti-microbial agent is a chlorinXfontaining 
compound. 



6. The method of claim 3 wherein the substance is a protein. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the protein is Type n collagen-containing protein. 

8. The method of claim 2 wherein the salt is sodium or potassium chloride. 



BWS 00-O7 _ ! . 



06/25/02 TUE 12:07 [TX/RX NO 7186] @009 



06/25/2002 12:06 5178356030 



BW SANDT 



PAGE 10 



The meth d of claim 4 wherein the dehydration is carried out at temperatures of 
100 to 1 10° F. 



10. The method of claim 4 wherein the naturally occurring material is a pi 



ant species 



11 The method of claim 10 wherein the naturally occurring material is aloe 
foxglove. 



or 



12. The method of claim 4 wherein the naturally occurring material is from an animal. 

13 The method of claim 12 wherein the naturally occurring materia! is bone 
cartilage. 



14. The method of claim 13 wherein the bone cartilage contains Type II collagen. 



15. 




The method of dehydrating chicken cartilage which comprises comminuting such, 
soaking the resulting proaucUfS ju\ aqueous solution of an antimicrobial agent, 
blending such with potasshi JoVsodium chloride and dehydrating the resulting 
mixture in particulate form at\emp^res below 1 l0 q F until the water content is 
reduced to below 10%. 



16. Th emethod of claim 1 5 wherejntiie^n^nMcr^ is a hypochlorite. 

17. The process of claim 15 wherein the dehydration is carried out in the presence of 
hydroxypropyl methylcellulose or lecithin. 
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